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Herodotus and the Narration of
the Battle of Marathon
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Abstract

The Battle of Marathon, the first direct confrontation between the
Persians and the Greeks in 490 BC, was a turning point in the relations
between the Achaemenid Empire and the Greek world. Over time, this
battle become an epic in defense of Greek freedom. However, less
attention, despite the inspirational feature of the battle, has been paid
to its narration and the perception of Greek historians and their
audiences of it. This article seeks to answer the question of the motif the
Greek sources, especially Herodotus, used in the narration of the Battle
of Marathon and the subjectivity of their Greek audiences. Research
findings show that Herodotus, the most important narrator of the battle,
paid less attention to the Marathon than to the Xerxes wars, but by
placing it in the field of Persian wars, on the one hand, he has made the
Marathon the end point of the Ionian uprising and on the other hand,
the introduction of the Xerxes wars, by which he has intended to make
his audience believe that the catastrophic wars between the Persians and
the Greeks were rooted in the Persians' overthrow of the Ionians, the
collaboration of the Ionian tyrants with the Persians, and eventually the
Ionian uprising. From Herodotus's point of view, the Marathon was the
result of the Ionian uprising, and Salamis was the result of the Battle of
Marathon. Thus, the Marathon was a link between the string of Persian
and Greek wars.
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