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The Application of Speech Act Theory in the
Reading of Ayahs of Jihad

Fatemeh Dastranj;* Mansoureh Arab**

Abstract

The methodical rereading of the ayahs of Jihad, with the aim of
identifying the discourse of the Qur'an and engaging in a new reading
of these ayahs using approaches such as the theory of speech act, allows
researchers to look at their research problems from different angles and
explore the invisible aspects of the text. Accordingly, in the present
study, which has been conducted by a descriptive-analytical method, we
seek to find out the results of the analysis of the ayahs of Jihad based on
the theory of speech act. The findings indicate that Searle's five types of
speech acts, based on the frequency of repetition, in the ayahs of Jihad
are representative, directive, declarative, expressive and commissive
acts. In these ayahs, God has explained Jihad and fighting by using
various verb types such as condition, correction, explanation and
clarification, and has informed the audience about the aspects of Jihad.
The high frequency of representative acts of reasoning, describing,
informing, clarifying, defining, explaining, affirming, etc. on the one
hand suggests that the divine will is consistent with the discourse of
guidance and promotes the understanding of the audience, and on the
other hand, it shows that the speaker wants to tell the audience about
the reason of fighting before the fighting itself.
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