Journal of Historical Study of War 6(1) (2022) 1 - 17

X3

The runian
it

ISSN:2588-7033

Journal of Historical Study of War

http://hsow.araku.ac.ir
A¥ak

University

The Role of Qizilbash Military in the Wars, Establishment and
Consolidation of the Government of Safavid Shah Ismail I

Jahanbakhsh Savagheb®, Farideh Morovati®, Soroush Azadbakht®

@ Professor of History, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Lorestan , Khoramabad, Iran
®PhD in Post-Islam History of Iran, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Lorestan, Khoramabad, Iran
° PhD in Post-Islam History of Iran, Expert of University of Lorestan's Vice Chancellor for Research and Technology, Khoramabad, Iran

KEYWORDS

ABSTRACT

Shah Ismail I, The
military, Qizilbash, war,
Safavid government

Received: 15 September 2022;
Accepted: 02 November 2022

Article type: Research Paper
DOR: 20.1001.1.25887033.1401.6.1.1.3

The formation of political systems has always been linked to the
presence and saber-rattling of the military in the field of battle. The
capabilities of the military and their spirit of valor in supporting the
ruling families established political power in the ruling family and
stabilized the political system, and then by neutralizing external threats
(enemy attacks) and internal rebellions, they further helped the
stabilization and continuity of the political power. At the beginning of
the Safavid government, the military played an effective role in both the
establishment of the political system and bringing Ismail to power, as
well as in the consolidation and continuation of his power and
government, and were considered one of the main actors. This research,
by posing the question of the role of Qizilbash military in the
management of wars and the establishment and stabilization of the
government of Safavid Shah Ismail T (1501-1524), aimed to investigate
the role of this tribal force in wars, and in the establishment and
consolidation of the rule of the first king of the Safavid dynasty using a
descriptive-analytical method. The findings of the research shows that
Qizilbash forces, with their military advice, effective presence in wars
against internal rulers and neighboring powers, and suppression of
opposition movements, were one of the main pillars of establishing,
stabilizing, and perpetuating Shah Ismail I's power.
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