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At least since the early 19th century, artillery has been one of the
main components of the armies of nations around the world. Due
to the rapid developments and high diversity of military elements
during the Qajar era, many terms and equipment entered Persian
literature at this point of time. One of these pieces of equipment is
the Qapas, a type of weapon that constitutes artillery. Although,
citing historical narratives, various studies and repeated similar
descriptions have always been proposed concerning this weapon,
it has never been clear what Qapas was. Therefore, the present
research aimed to shed light on this question, as well as how and
for how long Qapas was used. Taking a historical approach and
the comparison method, the data of which was obtained through
library and field activities, the study found that Qapas is the
Persian equivalent of the Western howitzers of the late 18th and
mid-19" centuries. The weapon in question used shelled
ammunition, the bullet of which either exploded or opened and the
shot fell out. It was usually used in the mountains and valleys due
to its lower weight compared to the cannon. At the end, based on
the decision of the Ministry of War, Qapas was removed from the
Iranian army at the beginning of the 20th century and as a result,
was forgotten.
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