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The compound bow was one of the most important weapons of
Iranian civilization, which allowed Iranians to resist against their
enemies in different periods. The special construction of this bow,
which, according to archaeological discoveries, belongs to the Iranian
Scythian tribes, enabled the archer to use it mounted or on foot. The use
of this bow in various forms, including its materials, the way it was
armed, its contexts of use and efficiency, is depicted in the Shahnameh.
This comparative research thus tried to provide details of this weapon
and examine its degree of correspondence with historical reality using
archaeological and historical data and descriptions of the compound
bow in the Shahnameh. The research was implemented by looking at
examples of the compound bow compared with the evidence available
in the Shahnameh. Based on the findings of this research, the details of
the bow in the Shahnameh are well consistent with the historical reality
of the compound bow, and the valuable, sometimes exaggerated, bow
in the Shahnameh, is the same compound bow.
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when Publius urged them to charge the enemy’s cataphracts, they showed him that their hands were riveted to their
shields and their feet nailed through and through to the ground, so that they were helpless either for flight or for
self-defense (Plutarch,1959: 9: 391-397)
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