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The developments and events of early Islamic history in the conquered
Islamic regions were shaped by the influential figures of that era. Each
prominent man and conqueror during the Islamic conquests had social
and tribal origins that influenced their conduct and actions in the
Islamic period. One of such Arab Muslim conquerors was Rabi' ibn
Ziyad— al-Harithi, who, during the Caliphate and Umayyad periods,
conquered many lands in Iran. His conduct during these conquest
provides a valuable case for explaining the nature of Arab conquerors’
performance. Accordingly, this study asks: What was Rabi 'al-Harithi's
political and military performance, and how did he deal with the
Iranians during the conquests? The findings suggest that, in many cases,
the actions of Rabi‘ and other conquerors reflected a contradictory
blend of pre-Islamic Arab traditions and Islamic teachings and models.
When influenced by pre-Islamic Arab traditions, Rabi® engaged in
violent practices such as ruthless killing, cruelty, humiliation, and the
enslavement of captives, including women and children. However, after
becoming acquainted with Islamic teachings and traditions through
Hasan al-Basri, he adopted a more benevolent and conciliatory
approach toward the Iranians.
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