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The primary function of intelligence is to identify threats and provide
the necessary warnings. The static nature of threats in modern warfare
allowed intelligence to predict potential dangers by employing a
problem-solving approach and appropriate analytical tools. However,
after the Cold War, the nature of warfare, its actors, and military
strategies underwent fundamental transformation—known as
postmodern warfare. This raises the question: What impact have these
changes had on the core function of intelligence? This article argues
that the fluid nature of postmodern warfare and its actors has
significantly diminished the function of intelligence as purposeful and
actionable knowledge. Unlike in modern war, the main issue is no
longer data collection and the reduction of uncertainty, but rather
making sense of the vast body of scattered and complex data that are
strategically and deliberately ambiguous. The findings indicate that in
postmodern warfare, understood as fifth-generation warfare, objective
ontological and epistemological approaches have lost their function.
Consequently, intelligence requires new analytical and ontological
tools to address the challenges posed by postmodern warfare.
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