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KEYWORDS ABSTRACT
Arsaces II, Antiochus In 210 BC, Antiochus III, likely in response to Arsaces II's invasion
111, Apasiacae, Dahae of Media, launched a campaign into Iran. Arsaces gradually retreated
Alan to Parthia and then to Hyrcania, where he was besieged in one of the
Received: 25 March 2025; cities of this land. There are two groups of sources with two different
Accepted: 20 September 2025 approaches about this battle. The first, which is fragmentary and only

includes Polybius, portrays the outcome as a victory for Antiochus,
Auticle type: Research Paper reflecting his pro-Seleucid bias. The second, which includes the

DOL:1022034/s0.2025.2056630.1608 traditions of Trogus/Justinus and Malalas, sees the result of the battle

as a friendship pact between Arsaces and Antiochus. Although Polybius
is the only source to mention the Scythians—and even his account is
ambiguous—a close analysis of the sources suggests their decisive
involvement in the battle. Therefore, the main question will be: what
role did the Scythians play in the battle between Arsaces II and
Antiochus III? The findings indicate that the Scythian tribes of the
Apasiacae, the Dahae, and possibly the Alans and Derbics supported
Arsaces during the final stage of the battle, ultimately turning the
outcome in his favor.
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