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This study revisits the First Russo-Iranian War (1804—1813 / 1219-
1228 AH) in order to move beyond the conventional narrative that
frames it merely as a clash between Islam and Christianity or Iran and
Russia, and instead highlights the role of Christian communities loyal
to Iran. The central question is why and how groups of Georgians,
Armenians, mountain tribes, and even Russian deserters chose Iran as
their ally against the Christian Russian Empire. To address this, the
research employs the theoretical frameworks of “multiple loyalties” in
premodern empires and the postcolonial concept of “local agency.”
Methodologically, it relies on historical-documentary analysis of
Persian, Russian, and Georgian sources, with case studies of figures
such as Prince Alexander Bagrationi, Armenian meliks, and Samson
Makintsev. The findings show that long-standing historical ties with
Iran since the Safavid era, economic interests, and concerns over
Russian bureaucratic domination, and hopes of preserving local
autonomy were decisive factors in these alliances. Supported by Qajar
political and financial measures, these alliances gave rise to widespread
military and propagandistic resistance. Russia responded with harsh
repression, exile of elites, and population displacement, thereby
transforming the power structure of the Caucasian. The study concludes
that this war was not a purely religious confrontation but rather a stage
for the complex agency of the peoples of the Caucasus.
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