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From the reign of Shah Abbas I of the Safavid dynasty to the late
Qajar period, the Bayat family was among the most powerful local
dynasties in northwestern Iran. Drawing on their tribal status and the
strategic location of Maku, they succeeded in establishing and
maintaining a hereditary rule in the region. During the Qajar era, as the
central government weakened and foreign powers expanded their
interventions along the northwestern frontiers, the Khans of Maku
sought to exploit this situation to reinforce their local autonomy.
However, internal family rivalries, land disputes, and conflicts over
succession not only undermined their authority but also provided an
opportunity for the central government to intervene indirectly in Maku’s
affairs. Using a descriptive—analytical and explanatory approach, the
present study seeks to answer the question: What were the nature and
origins of the intra-family conflicts among the Bayat clan, and how did
the central government influence and benefit from these divisions? The
findings show that after the death of Ali Khan Bayat in 1284 AH,
disputes among different branches of the family over property and
succession intensified. Consequently, relations among family members
shifted from tribal solidarity to hostile competition. The Qajar central
government, employing a deliberate policy of division and weakening,
sought to exploit these rifts to gain control over the region and curb the
influence of the Khans. The final outcome of this process was the
outbreak of armed conflicts, local rebellions, the physical elimination of
some Khans (including Ezzatollah Khan).
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-Alcock, Thomas (1831), Traveles in Russia, Persia, Turkey and Greece in 1828-9,

London: Clarke and Son.

-Fowler, George (1841), Tree Years in Persia with Travelling Adventures in

Koordistan, London: Henry Colburn.
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