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The assembly of Saqifa Bani Sa’dah, the first scene of power
formation after the Prophet’s (PBUH) departure, was a decisive
turning point in the political history of Islam. This event was not
merely limited to the selection of the first caliph but initiated
mechanisms that, in the following decades, led to intellectual and
military conflicts among Muslims. Based on the theory of “power
transfer in tribal societies,” this research re-examines the social
and political relations that led to the supremacy of the Quraysh
faction in Sagqifa.

Main Question: How did the tribal structure of early Islamic
Arabia and the long-standing rivalries between the Quraysh and
the Ansar shift the succession of the Prophet (PBUH) from
religious legitimacy to customary acceptability?

This study, using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on
historical sources from both Sunni and Shia traditions, indicates
that the succession crisis was a reflection of the struggle for social
status and authority. In this process, the dominance of the tribal
element led to the caliphate system being based on political
selection. The result is that the Saqifa incident shaped the model
of power transfer in a tribal-centric society, where kinship ties,
group alliances, and the preservation of social unity took
precedence over religious criteria. This set the stage for
subsequent military conflicts (Ridda, Jamal, Siffin, Nahrawan, and
Karbala) and future political disputes (Umayyad and Abbasid
caliphates), thereby transforming the basis of political legitimacy
in the Islamic world.
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