Journal of Historical Study of War 10 (1) (2026) 17 —29

B Journal of Historical Study of War

s
-

ISSN:2588-7033

http://hsow.araku.ac.ir

Ak

Lnlverddy

An Analysis of the Sa‘dian government's crisis management at
Wadi al-Makhazin (Alcacer) (985 AH /1578 CE)

Mohammad Hassan Behnamfar®*, Yaqub Tabesh"

“ Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Teachings, Higher Education Complex of Esfarayen,

North, Iran

b Associate Professor of History, Hakim Sabzevari University, Sabzevar, Khorasan Razavi, Iran

KEYWORDS

ABSTRACT

Sa‘dian, Alcazar,
Morocco, Europe,
crisis management

Received: 18 September 2025;
Accepted: 18 May 2026

Article type: Research Paper
DOR:10.22034/hs0w.2026.2072090.1638

Morocco went through an important period in its history in the 16th
century. The location of this land between major communication, trade,
and emerging European powers added to its importance. At that time,
Portugal and Spain took advantage of the weakness of the Islamic states
and gained control over many regions. Meanwhile, the Sa‘dian
government succeeded in establishing itself in the Islamic Morocco
with the help of Sufi thought and the legitimacy of Shorafa. Amidst
succession disputes and family feuds, they fought a key battle called
"Alcazar" with the European powers. This research, with a descriptive-
analytical approach, seeks to answer two main questions: How did the
Sa‘dian government, considering the internal challenge, confront the
European alliance? Also, what were the consequences of this
confrontation for the Sa‘dian governments and Ahmad al-Mansur? By
examining the sources, it seems that the Sa‘dian, using the power of the
Shorafa and Sufis, successfully revived themselves in the chaotic
conditions of the Maghreb. They succeeded in pushing aside political
rivals and standing up well against the European coalition.
Undoubtedly, this success was due to the adoption of effective military
strategies and tactics by political leaders, as well as the nature of the
intellectual system of the Sa‘dian government.
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