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The Khawarij experienced profound intellectual fragmentation
and strategic discord during the second and third centuries AH,
which compelled a fundamental reorientation of their military
tactics. Employing a library-based documentary research method,
this article investigates the martial strategies adopted by the
Khawarij in the period from 132 to 296 AH — spanning the rise of
the Abbasid Caliphate to the collapse of the Saffarid dynasty. The
primary research question concerns the most salient warfare
strategies pursued by the Kharijite movement during this interval.
The central hypothesis posits that, in addition to conventional
pitched battles, the Khawarij systematically resorted to terrorism,
intimidation, irregular warfare, strategic retreats, road interdiction,
co-optation of anti-Caliphal factions, and temporary coalitions with
such groups. The findings reveal that the Khawarij mounted
considerable resistance through guerrilla operations, surprise
assaults, concealment in mountainous and desert refuges,
mobilization of peripheral communities, and provisional coexistence
with dissident Muslim groups who did not share their doctrinal
views. Nevertheless, the Abbasid Caliphate — at immense financial
and military cost — largely neutralized these approaches,
progressively driving the Khawarij towards more indirect methods,
including targeted assassinations, hit-and-run tactics, deep cover
concealment, large-scale migration, and closer engagement with
distant indigenous populations. This study demonstrates that, despite
the Khawarij's notable tactical flexibility, the structural superiority
and overwhelming resources of the Caliphate ultimately consigned
them to strategic marginalization.
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