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Allies, Soviet Union, Reza Shah Pahlavi and the establishment of foreign military forces in
Iran’s damages the country. This event marks one of the most significant turning points
Received: 06 July 2025 in modern Iranian history and had far-reaching consequences in the
Accepted: 05 September 2026 political, economic, and administrative spheres. Despite numerous
studies on this subject, most research has focused on political and
Atticle type: Research Paper diplomatic outcomes, while the practical mechanisms through which

DORLRE s the Soviet Union undermined Iran's administrative and economic

structures have rarely been examined on the basis of archival
documents. Accordingly, employing a descriptive-analytical and
explanatory method and drawing on unpublished archival sources, this
study seeks to answer the following question: through what concrete
mechanisms did the Soviet Union disrupt the administration of the
country and weaken the central government of Iran during World War
II? The findings reveal that Soviet interventions occurred in four
areas—administrative-financial, security-police, economic-
commercial, and media-related. These interventions included the
seizure of facilities and property, the restriction of state institutions'
authority, the exertion of pressure on economic activities, and the
control of the information space. Consequently, they led to a decline in
the efficiency of executive bodies and the weakening of central
government authority. The results further indicate that these
interventions played a significant role in shaping the political and
administrative crises of the post-war years.
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