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The Ashura uprising of Imam Husayn is a pivotal event in
Islamic history that has been subject to diverse
interpretations. While some Muslim scholars have regarded
it as a reformist and religious movement, Orientalists such as
Reynold A. Nicholson have interpreted it as a source of
political instability and a threat to the Umayyad order. In
light of these divergent interpretations, the central research
question is: Did the Ashura uprising, as Nicholson claims,
contribute to the destabilization of Islamic society, or did it
instead contribute to the strengthening of religious identity
and political resistance to oppression? Employing critical
discourse analysis and drawing on the relationship between
discourse and social practice, this study examines and
critically evaluates Nicholson’s interpretation and the
historical consequences of the Ashura uprising. The findings
indicate that Nicholson, by reducing the uprising to its
political consequences and overlooking part of the historical
evidence, offers a one-sided account of the event. Moreover,
an examination of its consequences, including the Tawwabin
uprising, demonstrates that the Ashura event contributed less
to social destabilization than to the reproduction of religious
identity, the strengthening of the discourse of justice, and the
legitimization of resistance to oppression. Accordingly,
interpreting Ashura as a source of instability is inconsistent
with the historical evidence and the social functions of the
event.
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